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David Ruben Piqtoukun — Inuit artist 


by Sheila Noble, contributing writer 


aulatuk, popula- 

tion 150. From 
this isolated Inuit 
community in the 
Northwest Territories 
comes David Ruben 
Piqtoukun, a young 
Inuit sculptor. 
Although Piqtoukun 
no - now lives in Toronto, 
life in Paulatuk and Inuit mythology form the 
basis of his brand of Inuit art. With subjects 
varying from mythological beasts to natura- 
listic animals and traditional Inuit scenes, he 
shows people a whole range of Inuit life. His 
work has been exhibited at the Art Gallery 
of Ontario and the Gallery of British Columbia 
Arts, and is in several permanent collections, 
including INAC’s, the Canadian Museum of 
Civilization’s and the McMichael Canadian 
Collection. Pigtoukun was also represented 
in Arctic Vision, an exhibition that travelled 
throughout the United States, and has 
demonstrated his sculpting skills at shows 
on the Canadian Inuit lifestyle in Abidjan, 
lvory Coast, West Africa and at the North- 
west Territories pavilion at Expo ‘86. 

He has lived in some of Canada’s largest 
cities, including Vancouver and Edmonton, 
but he returns to the North for several months 
each year to recover from the city’s hectic 


pace and gather new material for his art. 
The people of Paulatuk do not resent his 
departure from the community because his 
annual return keeps him in touch with their 
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Piqtoukun’s Sedna Searching (1984-86) 


way Of life. Piqtoukun believes these trips 
back home help him maintain a living link 
with Inuit traditions and cultural values. 

One of 15 children born to nomadic parents, 
Piqtoukun left Paulatuk at age five to attend 
boarding school. He feels that this indepen- 
dence early in life helped his creativity, but 
damaged his sense of cultural identity. For- 
tunately, he was able to return to Paulatuk 
each summer, where he learned much about 
his people through legends told to him by 
storytellers like Marion Doutuk Green and 
Johnny Qummun Ruben. It is these stories 
and legends about the spirit world of long 
ago that Pigtoukun interprets in stone. To 
express his respect and his gratitude, in 
the notes accompanying each sculpture 
Piqtoukun gives the storyteller credit for the 
inspiration that created the work of art. 

After boarding school, Piqtoukun moved 
to Edmonton and then to Vancouver where 
he began his career as a sculptor. There, 
he learned that he could earn money from 
his talent. Eventually, however, sculpting 
became more than simply a means of earning 
a living. Piqtoukun realized that he could 


“fx rediscover his roots and regain his cultural 


entity by dedicating himself to his art. 
re and more, he finds himself motivated 
bYga desire to explore in his art his people’s 


ON 


past way of life when they co-existed with 
the spirit world. 

Ironically, because Piqtoukun works with a 
variety of exotic materials from all around 
the world, gallery owners at first doubted 
that he was an authentic Inuit artist. In fact, 
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New Year’s Message from 


the Deputy Minister 


S we get ready 
to tackle the 
challenges awaiting 

us in 1989, it is 
worthwhile reflecting 
on the advances 
which have taken 
place in the Ter- 
E ritories and in the 
ieee (Indian and Inuit 

Harry Swain communities over 
the last 12 months. | greatly appreciate the 
efforts of every one of you, and look for- 
ward to our continued work together in 
1989. 

| want to wish all of you and your families 
the very best for this festive season, and the 
coming year. A 
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Shaman in Transition, 1982 


Artist, from page 1 


it took considerable effort to convince galleries 
that an Inuit sculptor did not have to work 
purely in soapstone to be genuine in his or 
her craft. Piqtoukun’s favourite carving stone 
is Opaque crystal alabaster from Italy, which 
resembles ice and appears magical, but he 


Shaman Chanting, 1983 


also frequently uses African wonderstone, 
soapstone, serpentine, British Columbia 
nephrite jade, ivory and whalebone verte- 
brae. He uses the tools that best serve his 
carving needs, from fine dental instruments 
to woodworking and power tools, and to 
enhance the work he adds caribou sinew, 
teeth, antler and pieces of animal fur. 


Before beginning a sculpture, he likes 
to study the piece of stone. According to 
Piqtoukun, there is a figure inside every 
stone waiting to be released, and he, he 
feels, is the releaser. Piqtoukun believes that 
liberating life from within the stone gives him 
strength to continue his life as a sculptor 
and stone carver. A 


Mary Ann Lamb: a special conviction for human 


by Lori Ransom, executive secretariat 


would have to 
say that | am 

a goal-oriented per- 
son,’ affirms ex- 
ecutive secretariat 
director Mary .Ann 
Lamb. A commit- 
ment to determining, 
and then working 
toward personal and 
career goals, is very much a part of the 
philosophy she brings to the secretariat. 

The executive secretariat’s main function 
is to ensure the high quality of the ministers’ 
correspondence and briefing materials. Mary 
Ann sees it as a valuable departmental 
resource and is promoting broader use of 
the secretariat’s capabilities: ‘We are a 
service organization, and we are here to 
assist the programs in any way we can.” 

Precise planning for the future was not 
always a part of Mary Ann's life. She took 
her undergraduate degrees in economics 
and English and an M.A. in public adminis- 
tration, for example, not from any initial set 
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purpose, but ‘because the subject matter 
interested me.” A job offer from the public 
service began what was to become an 
interesting and fulfilling career. In each posi- 
tion she has held, Mary Ann assesses her 
success by whether or not she has been 
able to effect positive change. ‘‘The oppor- 
tunities to influence change are numerous in 
the public service; such opportunities pro- 
vide the challenges that | find most stimu- 
lating.’’ Of her previous positions at national 
defence, treasury board and Transport 
Canada, Mary Ann says: ‘‘Each one was 
not only challenging but provided unique 
developmental experience.’ She notes that 
one of her most problematic but satisfying 
experiences was developing and implementing 
the treasury board’s policy on personal 
harassment. 

While she is enthusiastic about all aspects 
of her work, Mary Ann speaks with special 
conviction on human rights in the work- 
place: ‘People have a right to work; they 
have a right to work hard; they have a right. 
to demonstrate their abilities, and if we deny 
or undermine any of those rights it takes 4 
away some of their personal dignity, and Wwe 


rights in the work place 


as an organization lose in the end.” 

Her insight derived from work on the 
harassment policy has made Mary Ann very 
conscious of her employees’ needs. As a 
manager, she considers it essential to sup- 
port and encourage individuals to excel and 
to develop their skills and talents. 

Mary Ann finds it a pleasure to work with 
her new employees in the secretariat because 
they ‘‘are not only excellent professional 
writers and editors but they also are very 
knowledgeable about the specific programs 
they work with.” 

The executive secretariat includes the 
claims research funding division, the manage- 
ment of which, Mary Ann concedes, was a 
strong incentive for her joining the depart- 
ment. She is determined to learn as much 
as she can about departmental issues, and 
over the next year, will visit various Indian 
organizations involved in researching claims. 

Mary Ann's leisure-time goals are marked 
by the same energy and enthusiasm she 
brings to her work. Among her future plans 
are a skiing holiday in New Zealand and a 
car trip to Alaska, with the return journey by 
boat. A 
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